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Gua Gunting, Merapoh, Pahang  

To Gua Musang 

To Kuala Lipis 



Aerial view of Gua Gunting 



Richest plant biodiversity  

in Malaysia is on limestone 

• PeŶiŶsular Malaysia’s liŵestoŶe hills 
are home to 14% of her species but 

cover only 0.3% of her land area. 



The First Botanical Expedition to  

Gua Gunting 

• 4th & 5th June 2013 



The tǁo day’s harǀest 

Number of species documented 

• Ferns 

• Gymnosperms 

• Dicotyledons 

• Monocotyledons 

• Total: c. 220 



Gua Gunting’s Lush Garden 

• In this small patch, there is a diversity of at 

least 10 different species. 



Pandan Forest 

• Pandanus irregularis – endemic (only grows in 
Peninsular Malaysia) and restricted to the 

summits of limestone hills 



Summit 

• 280m a.s.l. 



Plants that only grow on limestone 
and nowhere else 



Begonias 

Begonia nurii 



Balsams 

Impatiens opinata 



Microchirita 

Microchirita caliginosa Microchirita involucrata 



Endemic to Pahang – it grows nowhere 

else in the world 

Spelaeanthus chinii 



Weird and wonderful 

Rhizanthes lowii is a 
parasite that lives on vines 



Weird & wonderful 

• Largest one-leaf plant 

• Monophyllaea horsfieldii 



Amorphophallus    paeoniifolius 

Weird & wonderful 



Limestone Beauties 

Gingers 



Rare & Endangered 

 

Zippelia begoniifolius 

Known from three collections, the last in 1930s 

 

 



Rare & Endangered 

• Each hills has its special plants 

• Monophyllaea musangensis  

• Tridynamia megalantha  

• Rhynchoglossum obliqua  

• Pararuellia sumatrana var. ridleyi 

• Calciphilopteris alleniae 



Monophyllaea musangensis  

Previously only known from Gua Musang and  

nowhere else in the world 



Tridynamia megalantha  

Last collected from Perak in the 1880s 



Rhynchoglossum obliqua  

Previously only known 

 from 3 places in Peninsular Malaysia 



Pararuellia sumatrana var. ridleyi  

Previously known only from Batu Caves 



 

Calciphilopteris alleniae 

  

A very rare endemic fern known from less  

than five limestpone hills 



ORCHIDS 

 

Calanthe triplicata 

Cleisostoma complicatum 

 

Third record for Peninsular 

Malaysia & new record for 

Pahang 



Jewel Orchid 

Goodyera hispida 



FERNS 
that are only found  

on limestone hills 



Heterogonium 

pinnatum 

Loxogramme 

scolopendrioides 

Pyrrosia 

nummulariifolia 

Tectaria keckii Pyrrosia stigmosa 



Biodiversity treasures of Merapoh 

• so many rare and interesting plants found in 

very few days shows how rich the limestone 

hills are in species of plants 

 

• But None of the Meropoh limestone hills is 

protected 

 



Urgently need: 

 

• Detailed survey to document the plants on as 

many limestone hills in the Merapoh area 

• Protection of hills and their plants and 

animals, caves and geological features 
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