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KUCHING: World Jeaders
musttakeurgentmeasuresto
address global climate
change, said Professor Dr
Peter Higgins of the
University of Bdinburgh.

He said it would be too late
if these leaders were to wait
for major catastrophes to
happen before they act.

“Theybelieved inscientists
onn how the plane flies, how
carsrunand when tosee their

- HOME

doctors. But when scientists
tell them to act urgently to
address global climate
change, they prefernottoact.

“Actually they have the
capacity to act and address
the issue,” Higgins told The
Borneo Post on thesideline of
the ‘Best of Both Worlds
Conference’ held here
vesterday. He stressed that if
world leaders were to leave
the matter as it is now, then

the world would face
environmental catastrophes
in the very near fuiure.
“Whenwetalkaboutamere
onetothreedegreecentigrade
of global climate change, it
reallymeansthattherewould
besomemajordisastersgoing
to happen in the near futare.
“For instance, if there is a
slightchange intemperature,
then there will be major ice
meltwhichwould causemajor

flocds in some areas but
severe drought in other
areas,” he stressed. Higgins
described the present state of
Earth now as “already very
critical” and needed urgent
attention and “treatment”.
“But politicians and policy
makersseemed tofocusmore
on economic development of
their respective countries
rather than the
environmenial issues as

shown by the failure of the
Copenhagen Summit,” he
poeinied out.

Headded thathismaintask
now, wastotrain andeducate
futureleaders “asIdon’thave
the opporfunity to meet up
with world leaders such as
President Barrack Obama”.

Reportshytopscientistsare
available for reference, so
world leaders don’t have to
wait for major catastrophes

to happen before they should
address environmental
issties, he reiterated. He said
thelegacy of hope wasnow on
the younger generation, who
were more concerned over
global environmental issues.

“It is at this point that
environmental education is
necessary to provide
awareness for future leaders
to act, failing which wefailed
as educators,” he said.
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