Headline
MediaTitle
Date
Section
Page No
Language
Journalist
Frequency

Trees need love, too
New Straits Times
28 Jan 2013
Supplement

S4

English

N/A

Daily

Color Black/white
Circulation 136,530
Readership 330,000
ArticleSize 109 cm?
AdValue RM 1,778
PR Value RM 5,333

Cleaner markets can lure tourists

et

= s
& L=y
RM100 school aid handy
for now and the future

Trees need love, too

on Jan 17 entitled “Under-
standing challenges faced by
trees in the city”.

At a time when the local au-
thority is planning to plant more
trees in the city to protect our
environment, steps must be tak-
en to ensure that the tree-plant-
ing programme is properly guid-
ed, and that the trees planted are
regulatly inspected, pruned and
maintained.

I welcome the proposal for a
Memorandum of Understanding
between the Forest Research In-
stitute Malaysia (FRIM) and City
Hall for the former to impart
knowledge on tree maintenance
and appropriate landscaping.

A FRIM arborist rightly said
that it was challenging to be a
tree in an urban environment,
which exposes the tree to ele-
ments in the city that are un-
natural toit.

In an urban landscape, trees
are not only exposed to pollution
from various sources, but also
suffer human violation and lim-
ited space for growth.

I have observed that many
trees in our city are planted in
inappropriate settings, afflicted
by diseases and infested by ter-

I REFER to the Streets article

mites. Some of the roots are
bulging out, leading to cracks on
the road curbs.

Regular tree pruning is nec-
essary to ensure that the branch-
es do not obstruct road signs
from view.

Generally, I get the impression
that our tree maintenance pro-
gramme leaves much to be de-
sired. City Hall should intensify
its tree pruning efforts to remove
dead or dying branches as they
could hurt passersby or cause an
obstruction on the road should
they drop off in a storm.

It is advisable for City Hall to
provide a bigger budget for the
planting and maintenance of the
trees so that city folk would truly
benefit from the programme.

We need more trees to provide
oxygen and greenery for our en-
vironment, but we must also see
to their proper treatment and
maintenance so that public safe-
ty is not compromised.

Tan Sri Lee Lam Thye, KL
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