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RSPO: Transparency on land use, ownership essential to tackle haze problem

KUCHING: The Roundtable on
Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO)
urges companies and govern-
ments to work together to tackle
publictransparency issuesofland
use and land ownership which is
essential to addressing the ques-
tion of responsibility for fires the
annual haze problem.

RSPO outlined this in a press

statement after undergoing
analysis on specific concessions
areas of companies which various
media and online platforms have
reported to be implicated in the
forest fires in Sumatra.
“Companies and governments
should work together to provide
consistentconcession boundaries
to the public, including conces-

sions not certified by the RSPO.

“This would include all rel-
evant company holdings, joint
ventures, and the concessions of
exclusive suppliers,” the state-
mentsaid,adding thatRSPOcalls
on other stakeholders to do the
same,

To recap, on June 24, the RSPO
requested five of its member

companies, namely Sime Darby
Bhd, Kuala Lumpur Kepong Bhd
(KLK), Golden Agri Resources
Ltd (GAR), Tabung Haji Planta-
tions Bhd (TH Plantations), and
PT Jatim JayaPerkasa to submit
digital maps of their concession
areas in Indonesia.

Concession maps do not align
with maps from companies

As of July 9, four of these five
companies have submitted digital

maps in a format appropriate for
analysis. PT Jatim Jaya Perkasa
has submitted concession infor-
mation that cannot be used for
precise analysis, and the RSPO
has requested that the company
submit digital map files in a more
usable format.

Fire alerts within company
boundaries were analysed
separately by the World Resources
Institute (WRI) #nd Malaysian
scientist and  Geographic
Information System (GIS) expert
DrKhali AzizHamzah from Forest
Research Institute Malaysia
(FRIM).

The RSPOhas identified that the
concession maps currently in the
public domain, from Indonesia’s
Ministry of Forestry and other

agencies, do not align with the
maps provided by the companies
listed by RSPO.

The RSPO therefore called out
for further clarification from
these agencies about the precise
concession boundaries.

Meanwhile, RSPO said that
the recent fires in Indonesia also
represent an opportunity for RSPO
and its members to play a positive
role to help other companies and
governments mitigate, or avoid
altogether, the annual fires and
haze in Southeast Asia.

The RSPO firmly believes that
mitigatingor avoidingfires onpeat
systems require landscape level
collaboration and management.

As such, the RSPO firmly
encourages -its members with
existing plantations on peat
and elsewhere to adopt fire
prevention measures within their
concessions.

Powered by:

9

iSENTIA




Headline
MediaTitle
Date
Section
Page No
Language
Journalist
Frequency

RSPO Transparency on land use, ownership essential to tackle haze problem
Borneo Post (Kuching)

12 Jul 2013 Color Black/white
Business Circulation 88,150
B1,2 Readership 166,173
English ArticleSize 292 cm?
N/A AdValue RM 1,681
Daily PR Value RM 5,044

CLEARING OUTTHE HAZE: A worker sorts bunches of harvested oil palm fruit on a truck
as haze surrounds the area in Indonesia. The RSPO urges companies and governments to
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is essential to addressing the question of responsnblhty for fires the annual haze probtem.
— Bloomberg photo
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