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From tin mine to
forest reserve

Beneath the calm waters are three
giant arapaimas. These giants, native to
the Amazonian jungle, would surface from TRAVEL FILE
time to time to showing themselves to the -

Lucky few who knew how to coax them from
their lair.

According to a FRIM staff, during §
feeding time, park staff clap their hands
to summon the fish. Once the gentle giants |4
surface, they would throw them their meal.

By Pavlovian conditioning, these gentle
giants now surface whenever they detect
clapping sounds.

PAINT That day, | briefly caught sight of one,
ESTUNGISA -about 1.5 metres long, which lingered
FORMER NST a while near the feeding platform as it
JOURNALIST ot
WHO IS NOW responded to visitors' claps. There were |

PURSUING several golden carp, each about a metre- |
HIS PASSION long; making their rounds just below the

FORART. greenish water.

A squirret was busy munching away §
OOKING at the Forest Research in the angsana tree overhead, not at all
Institute of Malaysia's current bothered by human presence.
landscape, it is hard to imagine
that a 100 years ago, the area
was just an old tin mine, stripped.

of forest cover, or turned into farmland by

residents in and around old Kepong.
In 1926, after consent given by the Sel-

angor Regent for a forest research insti-

tute to be set up, a research nursery and

experimental station was established by

Dr F.W. Foxworthy, the first forest research

officer. Foxworthy’s name now lives in one
of the roads in this popular park.

The water lettuce-filled pond is one

of the mining pools from FRIM'’s past. It

is located near the administrative block.

Looking at the well-landscaped garden
surrounding the pond, and the wooden
foot bridge across the upper portion, one
would never think that tin mining had had
anything to do with this place.

In fact, my attention was drawn to it
by the sight of visitors who were clapping
at the lower end of the pond. They were
calling out to something in the waters
and enly when | asked did | iearn what the
excitement was all about.
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FROM LEFT: A Japanese (ortoise taking in the sun amidst the water lettuce; Weekenders checking out one of the trails.

Powered by: @isentia



Headline
MediaTitle
Date
Section
Page No
Language
Journalist
Frequency

From tin mine to forest reserve
New Straits Times

23 Mar 2017

Life & Times

20

English

ES TUNG

Daily

Color
Circulation
Readership
ArticleSize
AdValue
PR Value

Full Color
74,711
240,000
764 cm?2
RM 26,235
RM 78,705

Powered by: @isentia




Headline
MediaTitle
Date
Section
Page No
Language
Journalist
Frequency

From tin mine to forest reserve
New Straits Times

23 Mar 2017

Life & Times

20

English

ES TUNG

Daily

Color
Circulation
Readership
ArticleSize
AdValue
PR Value

Full Color
74,711
240,000
764 cm?2
RM 26,235
RM 78,705

FROM LEFT; This body of water is the last reminder of Kepong’s tin mines; A squirrel beeks from the cover of angsana leaves.
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