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“JUST imagine that less than 20 ;

ago, you could see as far as

ing,” said Dr Ang Lai Hoe, pointing
It was indeed hard to
picture,

Deyond 100mm e to the
see to 3 ke

e around. FRIM has successfully transformed a former
st ateot o toe ex g L) mining area into a lush man-made forest.

10am.
-~ Members of the media and sits on a former tin mine in Bidor.  Perak State Government leased the
: mati s tmamahl‘?t‘ﬁrmv:gmdm MJ‘O mﬁm
to tofa station,
Restoration of Disturbed Sites” held  has now been rmﬂ- also known as the FRIM Bidor
in Kuala Lumpur last month were  tated with rainforest - Research Station.
taken on a tour of the site there are not tarred soas ~ The degraded area consisted of
10km southwest not to the growth of plants, tin tailings - or waste from the
Bidor town. w:«m mining industry - like slime and
themed fauna has slowly sand tailings largely
of National and IUCN Red List returned to the lush green grass and sparsely colonised by
Species”, was organised by the spanning 121.4ha (300 acres) - several
more than 70 bird species, and 25  species are hardy plants which
(FRIM) with the support of the mammals and other wildlife have  were the first to grow on previous-
Korea Forest Service and Asia been observed incl wm ly disrupted or damaged ecosys-
Pacific Association of Forestry birds, hornbills,
. (APAFRI). civets, moonrat, monkeys the research station, also
A (The TUCN Red List Species refers {::n to as the TTAC, has
to the International Union for 'Iﬁlmmmehmatwtm successfully rehabilitated by
1 be a indigenous and
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Malabera trees, one of the 10 commercially important timber tree species 5 "- £ 3 . -
successfully planted. — Photos: 518 HONG KIAL/ The Star Ang (right), sharing with delegates and the media about the various tree species

that thrive at the ex-tin mine.
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tation of ex-tin tailings and a

national research on
influences, phytoremediation and 2
‘Labour of love The Tin Tailings Afforestation Centre was recognised last year by the Malaysia Book of Records as the Largest Man-made Forest Established on Ex-Tin Mine
tion project first
began in 1999 and was earmarked
anls-ymr m]m_‘ﬂ\nmstaf L %
themnlme
lmputm#!d:ﬂer species
: tree
cessfully planted at TTAC, namely
e
oa , Hopea odorata (mer-
awan jantan), Fagraea crenu-
lata ), Palaguim
(nyatoh), Shorea roxbur,
anti temak nipis), Dyera costulata
Acacia hy
auricul dan
‘What is the main
an ex-tin mine?
“Basically, such sites have adverse
soil properties and bad microcli- .
mate, and are not suitable for rain-  The 40ha lake is home to various freshwater fish species and also serves as
forest tree species to be a mitigatjon pond for the whole of Bidor.
ﬂ!mmmw them, the diameter of also
we can were
Mmemm%mm ;mlamswemamjewdmm 'V\flmer‘gﬂu;lnﬁaerans. when we arrived in the morning mmﬁﬁmmm:lmm
sive care to the site,” said Ang. “Now, the biggest we have is gnndclimmmdmndcrlnﬂns was 65%, but by mid-day it was the tin mining heydays.
60cm in di which isan aca-  care, the will grow mmﬁhﬁ”mm , toman, grass carp and
waste in the form of empty fruit cia tree,” said Ang with pride, add-  What's im| tisweml.mnuw the site are sel to adjust to many of freshwater
es contributed by an oil palm  ing that the tallest acacia reco; the suitable species to plantin the this factor. thrive in the lake, with some
plantation nearby helped to regen-  in the area is 28m, while the tallest  area and the distribution of the the end of our tour, we had weighing up-to 45kg.
erate the soil. tongkat ali tree, which also grows  species. a total of 3.5km and it was “Otters can be seen
However, te the effortand  there, is 22m high. that our laststopwasa  around here too,” said Ang,
results seen so far, it will take a Lfamhns&myhmw scenic by the lake. that the 40ha pond also serves as a
total of 200 years for the land to ideas harvesting out into the waters, Ang  mitigation pond for the whole of
return to its former glory. illegally, think again, as told us to ine a huge dredging  Bidor and is 46m (150ft) at its deepest.
“Eveni , we hope to replant Ang said heavy metal
as species that were  content is still found in d
as possible, But we plant. owers, plants and trees thrive
are not at the full restoration level atthe TTAC but it will take 200
mmdlhudun(amth:ﬂon Regenerating years for it to return
unarzwmrr:loﬂtem At
‘Rigmmw re are not nforest
hmbmmmmmnhgw There are two
food for them, but we have of regenera-
mmp&ewdﬂwﬁmmgenr process at
TTAC. Natural regen-
ren nunth:n, bdmum are brought in by
red and mother trees that exist
Tnmmnzd (EETs) category.  in the area, or
Ang then posed a question to the  ed by birds or and
, “Why must we plant EETs in  start to grow on site
atic sites?” There is also artificial
“The answer is, a tin tailing area  tion which human inter-
is difficult to plant things because vention to , for
there is bad soil and bad microcli-  merbau seeds which are big in size
mate, The in a forested andareummny
areals mlhmnS'Chlww SR W
compared to its surroundings. About halfway our
“Sa, ﬁmwehndwhrln;planls visit, we saw a 17-year-old merbau
back to make the microclimate bet ueemctﬂngmmmgh.whﬂels
ter in order to plant the seeds were
spedns.mvswhymuumnw bmu.glninﬂnmsangalmbym
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