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REST OF THE NEWS 

Tangkak: Gateway 
to Gunung Ledang 

TANGKAK: The t o w n of Tangkak is n o t only f a m o u s 
for its scores of textile shops, it is also a m a j or ga teway 
to Johor ' s h i g h e s t peak G u n u n g Ledang. 

Now it ha s a n o t h e r a t t r ac t i on - t h e Mini Miracle 
Garden , i n sp i r ed by n o n e o t h e r t h a n t h e l egenda ry 
p r incess of G u n u n g Ledang w h o , as fo lk lore h a d it, 
was a d e n i z e n of the m o u n t a i n . 

A b ra inch i ld of M e m b e r of Par l i ament for Ledang 
Datuk Dr H a m i m Samuri , t he ga rden , sp rawled over 
9 0 0 s q u a r e met res , was o p e n e d to the pub l ic o n Oct 
14. It is loca ted nex t to Masjid Jamek Tangkak in Ban-
d a r Baha ru Tangkak. 

H a m i m , w h o is also Depu ty Na tu ra l Resources a n d 
Env i ronmen t Minister, h o p e d it wou ld t u r n o u t to be 
a c rowd-pul ler , 

"Duba i ( in t h e Uni ted Arab Emira tes) has its own 
Dubai Miracle Garden which is o n e of the b igges t gar-
d e n s in t h e wor ld . Ours m a y be smal l b u t i t 's ful l of 
mean ing , " h e said ear l ie r at t h e o p e n i n g of a m o d e l 
vil lage h e r b a l p lo t in K a m p u n g Sagil, n o t f a r f r o m 
here . 

Tangkak District Counci l t o w n a n d c o u n t r y p lan-
n i n g of f icer Zulkifl i Sabree said the counc i l t ook 
a b o u t six weeks to deve lop the Mini Miracle Ga rd en 
a t a cost of RMioo ,ooo , p rov ided by the federa l gov-
e r n m e n t . 

As for t h e technica l aspect involving the l andscap-
ing, d e s i g n a n d layout of t he g a r d e n , t h e counc i l 
s o u g h t t h e exper t i se a n d g u i d a n c e of t h e Fores t Re-
search Ins t i tu te of Malaysia (FRIM), h e said. 

"Our i n t e n t i o n was to create a m i n i g a r d e n t h a t 
b o r e s o m e c o n n e c t i o n wi th the my th ica l Pu te r i Gu-
n u n g Ledang," Zulkifli said w h e n met , h e r e recently. 

"Some of t h e e l e m e n t s of t h e fable a b o u t the 
pr incess are dep ic t ed in the fo rm of scu lp tures which 
you can f ind in this park . There a re also o the r sculp-
tures of ja rs a n d receptacles." 

A m o n g t h e m o r e i n t e r e s t i ng s cu lp tu r e s a re t h e 
seven " s t epp ing s tones" tha t symbolise the condi t ions 
the pr incess h a d supposed ly i m p o s e d o n a su l t an of 
Melaka w h o w a n t e d to be b e t r o t h e d to her . 

Accord ing to folklore, t he pr incess h a d d e m a n d e d 
tha t t h e ru ler bu i ld a g o l d e n walkway for h e r to walk 
to Melaka f r o m the m o u n t a i n ; a silver walkway for her 
to r e t u r n h o m e ; seven ba r re l s of t ea r s f r o m virgin 
girls; seven ba r re l s of y o u n g be te l n u t ju ice ; seven 
trays filled wi th hear t s of mites ; seven trays filled wi th 
hear t s of mosqu i toes ; a n d a silver bowl filled wi th t h e 
b lood of the sul tan 's y o u n g son. 

"Wi th the o p e n i n g of th is g a r d e n , we h o p e to at-
t ract m o r e visitors tp Tangkak," said Zulkifli, a d d i n g 
tha t m o r e u n i q u e s cu lp tu r e s w o u l d be a d d e d f r o m 
t ime to t ime a n d the l igh t ing w o u l d also b e improved 
to a l low n igh t - t ime visits. 

Assis tant l a n d s c a p e archi tec t fo r the m i n i g a r d e n 
p ro jec t M o h d Hanaf i M o h d Lazim said its concep t has 
a c o m b i n a t i o n of m o d e r n a n d t r ad i t iona l e lements . 

In t e r m s of its so f t s cape or vege ta t ion , h e said 
FRIM's advice was s o u g h t o n the type of p l a n t s t h a t 
could be g r o w n in t h e g a r d e n . 

"We dec ided to g o for f lower ing shrubs , as well as 
t hose t h a t have co lour fu l leaves because a g a r d e n has 
to have a splash of co lours to m a k e it look ou t s t and r 
ing. 

"We also se t t led for top ia ry p l an t s t h a t have un i -
f o r m shapes . There are also p o t t e d p lan ts a n d creep-
ers d e c o r a t i n g the min i ga t eway to the ga rden , " h e 
said. 

A m o n g the f lower ing p l an t s g r o w n a t the g a r d e n 
a re bouga inv i l l ea , A m a z o n Blue or O t a c a n t h u s 
cae ru leus , p e t u n i a hybr id , J a p a n e s e rose, Mexican 
pe tun i a or Ruellia s implex a n d whi te a lder or Turnera 
subula ta . 

The Mini Miracle G a r d e n also f ea tu re s Al te rnan-
thera den ta ta , Al te rnan thera f icoidea arid Duran ta , all 
s h r u b species s p o r t i n g c o l o u r f u l leaves; as well as 
p a l m s a n d o r n a m e n t a l p lan t s like Raphis exvelsa and 
Pisona alba. 

The ga rden ' s h a r d s c a p e or l andscape a rch i tec tu re 
inc ludes the ga teway a n d var ious sculptures , inc lud-
ing t h a t of bicycles a n d w h e e l b a r r o w s b e a r i n g p o t t e d 
f lower ing p lants , - Be rnama 
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