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BUILDING ON BIODIVERSITY

Gamuda Land emphasises on enhancing existing environment through mindful planning

By RUBY LIHI
rubylim@thestar.com.my

FOR over two decades, Gamuda Land has
been creating sustainable township commu-
nities, ensuring residents enjoy an enhanced
quality of life.

In every project, there is emphasis on com-
prehensive master planning, underpinned by
good location and well-crafted environment

that balances the natural surroundings mth

extensive facilities.
The conscious effort to design a develop-

ment to reflect its natural surroundings helps

to create a place which encourages people to
explore the outdoors and take part in activi-
ties together with family and friends for a
healthier lifestyle.

“Development is commonly misperceived
as the cause of environmental destruction.

“To us, it is not just about environmental
conservation, but how we can enhance the
existing environment through mindful plan-

ning.

“By listening to the land, we can create a
more conducive environment that is better
than it was before development,” said
Gamuda Land chief executive officer Ngan
Chee Meng "

To further strengthen its commitment to
create a sustainable ecosystem for its town-

. ships and developments projects, Gamuda
Land has rolled out its Gamuda Parks initia-
tive.

Under this initiative, a group of experts has
been put together to des:gn, plan and
enhance the maintenance of greenery within
Gamuda Land’s townships and high-rise
developments.

One of the main roles of Gamuda Parks is
to monitor and coordinate measures to
enhance the presence of biodiversity within a
development while implementing design and’
maintenance standards to enhance the quali-

ty of living.

Gamuda Land product management unit
senior general manager Eddie Chan said that
designing a park is much more complex than
just planting trees and making sure flowers
bloom.

Biodiversity is a measure of the volume
and range of species within any given envi-
ronment. Tropical environments are consid-
ered to have some of the highest levels of bio-
diversity globally, but many urbanised areas
are unfortunately sterile with low biodiversi-
ty levels, he said.

Three main pillars

“Gamuda Parks adheres to three main
pillars — green, blue and material. The green
management focuses on plants, which is the
maintenance of flora, proposed tree species
or species selections, biodiversity, advanced
tree planting, community farming and plant -
care.

“Waterscape elements such as retention
lakes and pond designs, water management
filtration system (gross pollutant traps, fore-
bays, silt traps, grease traps) and sustainable
drainage system are created through natural
and environmentally friendly design, and
falls under the blue ecosystem pillar,”
explained Chan.

“Material management emphasises the way
we m; our natural resources which
includes topsoil harvesting, 3Ryard and com-

osting.” :

He added that the current agenda is to for-
mulate a Gamuda Parks Biodiversity Policy.
which will comprise standards and guidelines
for the three ecosystems mentioned above.

“We are also advice from special-
ists including Wetland International Malaysia
and Forest Research Institute Malaysia

(FRIM) to have a more holistic approach for

Gamuda Parks,” said Chan, adding that
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[Frorn left, back row} Ngan, Hodson—Walker, Chan and I(hanza {seatedl explalned Gamuda Land'
biodiversity plan.
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