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Four heritage sites on
Unesco’s tentative list

KUALA LUMPUR: Four herit-
age sites - National Park, Royal
Belum in Gerik, Perak, Permatang
Kuarza in Gombak, Selangor and
the Forest Research Institute
Malaysia (FRIM) - are in the ten-
tative list of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organisation (Unesco).
Deputy Minister of Tourism,
Arts and Culture Muhammad
Bakhtiar Wan Chik said it was
aimed at declaring these sites,
which had historical and heritage
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values as Unesco World Heritage
Sites in efforts to protect their bio-
diversity and uniqueness.

“We have 69 national heritage
sites where we work with the state
governments to identify areas or
sites with historical and heritage
values to be gazetted as special
area plans so as not to be exposed
to any development,” he said dur-
ing the oral question and answer
session at the Dewan Negara sit-
ting.

Hewasreplyingto asupplemen-

tary question from Senator Datuk
Fahariyah Md Nordin who queried
about efforts taken by the govern-
ment to protect heritage sites and
buildings in the country.
Muhammad Bakhtiar said his
ministry through the National
Heritage Department also worked
jointly with agencies and univer-
sities conducting researches to
identify sites that could be made
into national heritage sites before
being put forward to Unesco and
declare as Unesco World Heritage

Sites.

Replying to the original ques-
tion from Senator Datuk Ong
Chong Swen, who wanted to
know the amount of payment for
a site to be declared as a Unesco
World Heritage Site, he said at
least RM1.5 million was needed to
cover costs of appointing experts,
dossier preparation, conservation
management plan and special
area plan preparation as well as
research and data collection study.
- Bernama

TUN Dr Mahathir Mohamad (centre) and Teo Chee Hean (third left) witnessing the exchange of a Side Letter regarding the HSR project as represented by Datuk Seri
Mohamed Azmin Ali (third right) and Khaw Boon Wan (fourth left) at Perdana Putra, Putrajaya. Looking on are Datuk Seri Dr Wan Azizah Wan Ismail (fourth right),
Minister of Foreign Affairs Datuk Saifuddin Abdullah (second right) and Minister of Transport Anthony Loke Siew Fook (right). PHOTO: BERNAMA
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