
'Cucur atap' for anti-ageing beauty care 
KUALA TERENG-
GANl): The presence 
of the "Cucur a tap" 
tree, a Malay willow 
scientifically known 
as Baeckea 
frutescens, which can 
be easily found grow 
ing wild in the sandy 
soil a long the coast of 
Tcrengganu, is not 
known to many, until 
a research by Univer-
siti Malaysia Tereng-
g a n u (I IM F) found il 
t o p r o d u c e anti-age-
ing agent for beauty 
care. 

Head of Marine 
Biotechnology Insti-
tu te at IJMT, Associ-
ate Professor Dr Mohd Zul I lelmi Kozaini 
said his three-year research 011 the plant pro-
duced . ! beauty serum that was on par with 
internat ional products . 

"Through extract f r o m the cucur a t a p 
tree, I have p roduced a se rum, us ing the 
b rand n a m e Krasna', which is an innovation 
of hybr id medica l cosmeceut ical skin care 

fects five t imes faster t h a n convent ional 
p roduc t s to ensure the skin elasticity re-
m a i n s s m o o t h a n d tense for as long as 24 
hours . 

"It also an ant isept ic as it is capable of 

The benef i ts of Krasna s e r u m is as a na-
noemuls ion agent tha t carries active ingre-
dients to penetrate the skin epidermis which 
is very g o o d to f ight the effects of aging," he 

Assistant researcher of Forest Research Institute 
Malaysia (FRIM) lla/.lin Abel Rahim checks on cucur 

alap or its scientific name Bacckea Frutescens in Setiu. 

told Bernama. 
Mohd Zul Helmi said he s ta r ted his re-

search on 'cucur atap ' af ter he was awarded 
the UMT Fundamen ta l Research Grant 
Scheme (FRGS) in Applied Science f r o m the 
Ministry of Education in 2011 a n d t h e n filed 
a p a t e n t for nanovesicle t echnology to 
MylPMO to be evaluated t h r o u g h UMT's 
Centre for Research and Innovation Manage-
ment . 

Normally, there w o u l d be p rob l ems to 
commercial ise p roduc t s of research by sci-
entists as compan ies d o n o t w a n t to he lp 
m a r k e t them, bu t no t for the s e rum pro-
d u c e d t h r o u g h the research by Mohd Zul 
Helmi. 

His research drew the a t tent ion of a com-
pany in Kedah which began marke t ing the 
se rum p roduc t recently. - Bernama 
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