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Stop Bukit Lagong project

Environmental groups say cutting down part of the forest reserve in Gombak for a
housing project will upset the ecological balance of the area. >2&3
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Tr!pﬂshmwmrl‘diat?‘am Rimba Bukit Lagong is one of the main attractions, the forest reserve also serves as an important water

Housing project proposed
within forest reserve
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The adventure park at Taman Rimba Bukit Lagong managed by the Selayang Municipal Council
[MPS) draws its fair share of outdoor enthusiasts.

the Peninsular Malaysia Forestry Department
matmmﬁvenmunnhmmsnfpmnanﬁu
forest reserves cover in peninsular
“Maintaining the existing hectarage all
forest reserves in the Klang Valley is of
mount importance because the fnresu
play a role in balancing the ysj
ment with natural surroun
Taman Amansiara resident Mge Tnn s-11d
they are worried that disturbance to the sur-
rounding hillside could r landslide.
“There have been several cases of land-
slides in the area, especially during the con-
struction of new developments,” she said.

A platform to object

Selangor Forestry Department director

Datuk Dr Mohd Puat Dahalan said the propos-

al for a mixed development project had been
received by the State Executive Council

“Part of the process is to carry out a public
inquiry calling for public’s input to voice their
opinions and suggestions.

The

Kampung
Orang Asli
Bukit

Lagon
consists of
anumber of
families and
is located
about

Zkm away
from the
proposed
site.

tieswculﬂ:bemﬂedwiﬂ!mmdnysufnuﬁm

“This will then be brought to the Selangor
Economic Action Council (MTES) that is
chaired by the state mentri besar (Amirudin
Shari),” Dr Mohd Puat said.

He added that should any forest reserve
area be excised. it would have to be replaced
on a one-io-one

“This means that thepanythm acquires
the land would have to acquire adjacent land
that is ol‘equal or larger in size than the
excised land.

“The land will then be handed back to the
state to be gazetted as forest reserve,” he said,
adding the replacement land would be contig-
uous with the forest area.

He said that almost 32% of Selangor con-
sisted of forest reserves totalling 250,209ha.

“We are following the rules and procedures
that have been set in place, which allows con-
cerned citizens to voice out before any action
is taken to excise the land,” he said.

Dr Mohd Puat added that currently,

“Even if there isa p I to d
hectare of forest reserve la.nﬂ.we have to call
for a public hearing,” he said when contacted.
He explained that once feedback was col-
lected, a public hearing with the affected par-

was the only state practising public
hearing before any hectare of forest reserve
could be degazetted and the process of its
replacement must be concurrently carried
out with the excising of the land.
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