
I)r Xavier (centre) being briefed by Forest Research Institute Malaysia Officer 
Dr Aug Lai Hoe (left) at the Paya Indah Wetlands. Also present were Washizawa 

( third f rom right) and Aeon Executive Director Poh Ying Loo (right). 

60,000 trees handed over 
DENGKIL: The first Malaysia-Japan Friend-
ship Fores t - p lan ted with over 6 0 , 0 0 0 trees 
across 26ha in Paya Inclah Wet lands - has 
been h a n d e d over to the Wildlife a n d Na-
tional Parks D e p a r t m e n t (Perhili tan). 

The park was started by Aeon Co (M) Bhd 
in 2004, which t h e n saw 3 ,000 volunteers , 
inc luding children, civil servants a n d the re-
tail chain 's bus iness par tners , p l a n t i n g 
3 0 , 0 0 0 trees. Tha t n u m b e r has s ince dou -
bled, according to the Star. 

In his speech, Aeon Manag ing Director 
Sh inobu Washizawa said it had been work-
ing hard to make sure tha t the forested area 
- now called Bukit Aeon - would provide a 
susta inable living env i ronmen t in the wet-
lands park. 

"The Malaysia-Japan Fr iendship Forest 
pro jec t is o n e of Aeon's m o s t successful 
green projects," said Shinobu. 

He a d d e d tha t he was opt imis t ic tha t it 
would be wel l -managed by the depa r tmen t . 

Aeon Malaysia, he said, had p l a n t e a over 
5 0 0 , 0 0 0 trees to date , with the H o m e t o w n 
Forest P r o g r a m m e first l aunched at its 
Melaka mall in 1991. 

The trees compr ise several local species 

such as m a h a n g , bruas , kekabu a n d saga. 
Water, Land and Natural Resources Min-

ister Dr Xavier Jeyakumar , w h o wi tnessed 
the handover to Perhili tan Director-General 
Datuk Abdul Kadir Abu Hashim, pra ised 

tive. 
Twenty years ago, Paya I n d a h Wet lands 

was a disused m i n i n g pool , he said. 
Today, it is a hab i t a t for 230 bird species, 

220 p l a n t species, 14 fish species, 63 m a m -
mals, 20 reptiles and 10 amph ib i an species, 
he po in ted out . 

Dr Xavier said it was also an exsitu con-
servation area for wildlife such as the b lue 
peacock, ot ters , po rcup ines , tor toises a n d 
even h ippopo t ami . 

"Awareness a b o u t the impor t ance of 
conserving wet lands is rising because these 
areas are barriers in case of floods, act ing as 
sponges a n d a b s o r b i n g m o r e water com-
pared to o t h e r soils," h e said. 

These we t l ands were also vital as water 
re tent ion areas for Putrajaya, Cyberjaya and 
Kuala Langat, with the potent ial of becom-
ing recrea t ional and eco- tour i sm des t ina-
tions, he aflded. 
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