
Cross laminated timber the future for Sabah 
Leonard Alaza 
KOTA KINABALU: Research has found lli.il 
cross laminated l imber ((1,1) could be the 
future of the wood and building industry 
in Sabah; a l though il appears Ihere is .i 
mounla in lo climb before proponents set 
a wooden skyline in the state 

The e igh t -month joint i< ••< -ii < li hi 
I ween a team ol Univt r.ily Malaysia '>.il>.ili 
wood technology and industry lin.il yeai 
students and Sapulut l oir .I I )evel()pnienl 
Sdn lllnl has .liown promising results lo 
suggest I hat I,ill liulldlngs t an he huill 
using Iiniliri 

( I l howevei is not a new concept for it 
has In i n ii ril in other countries, most no-
tab ly in Vancouver, Canada, where the 
win Id's lallcsl bui lding with a t imber 
structure, Brock Commons i 'allwood 
I louse, is s tanding at the height of S3 me 
I res. 

Closer to home is NanyangTcchnologi 
cal University (NT! I) in Singapore. 

II will be Asia's largest wooden building 
when completed. 

CLT refers to large-scale, prefabricated, 
solid engineered wood panels light 
weight yet very strong, willi superior 
acoustic, fire, seismic, and thermal per-
formance. 

It is also fast and easy to install, gener-

Tlio nlnv-nieinber H M S research team and l ) r I,lew 
(far right), pose with a C L T wall panels display. 

.ilinj', almost no waste onsite. CLT is also 
said lo ol'fci design flexibility and low en-
vironmental impact. 

The research learn, who had experi-
mented wilh 'laran' and 'batai ' plantat ion 
liinhei species, presented their f indings to 
various industry players and agency repre-
sentatives on Thursday. 

"Basically, we were studying s t rength 

and durability. Our research covered many 
areas from looking at the mechanical (as 
peels), fire resistance and so on. 

"As we can see f rom the results, it's 
promising. These plantation limber can be 
used on bui ldings and apar tments ," said 
l)r Liew Kang Chiang, Associate Professor 
in the Faculty of Science and Natural Re 
sources (Forest ry (iomplex), I IMS. 

I le said I he challenge for I he academic 
team is conver t ing their research da ta 
into some! hing I hat can he used by engi-
neers. 

"We know it's safe. Hut we need to con 
vert our da I a into engineering data so thai 
engineers can use lo build buildings wilh. 
Thai's our challenge," he said, admi t t ing 
however I hat he could not see the building 
industry in the stale using (il l at the mo-
ment clue lo various roadblocks,and cur 
rent regulations. 

In the meantime, Liew agreed that fur-
ther research should be conducted to 
cover more areas, including CIT's contri-
bution to the global commi tmen t in car-
bon reduction, in order to convince both 
policy makers and the industry. 

Among l hose who attended the prcsen-
talion we i r representatives from Timber 
Association Sabah, Sabah Forestry Depart-
ment, Malaysian l imber Industry hoard, 
Forest Research Insti tute Malaysia and 
Malaysia Investment Development Au 
thority. 

Meanwhile, Sapulut Forest Develop 
ment Sdn Bhd managing director Norman 
Wong said il was assuring to learn about 
the research findings considering the busi 
ncss of i In- forest plantat ion company. 

"What-led us to be pari of the research 

was because we wauled to validate our 
conviction that'CLT could offer I he highest 
value for our planted limber. II was partly 
lo reassure us that we were on I he right 
track. 

"Otherwise, we would be p lant ing 
species which would only be sold for low 
value like veneer. What we waul is a mate-
rial that is low in weight and high in 
s t rength. And we think CLT can give us 
Ibis," he said. 

would fully embrace CLT in the near In 
lure, il is important that the supply of raw 
materials always remain constant. 

In the meant ime, he acknowledged 
thai I he challenge is to p romote CLT to in-
dustry and policy makers due to some mis-
concept ions and lack of awareness about 
the material. 

On the o ther hand, Wong noted tha t 
the world has changed in terms of usage 
of bu i ld ing materials since CLT was in-
vented in Europe 20 years ago. 

Il has become a widely used construc-
tion material and has s tar ted to at t ract 
global attention. Il has been reported that 
in Fui ope, ( :I R successfully competes wilh 
steel, brick and concrete in selected mar-
ket segments, such as multi-family build-
ings. 
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