
Water tariff expected to be 
increased this year: Xavier 

KUALA LUMPUR: The w a t e r tariff is ex-
pec ted to be increased th i s year wi th m o s t 

Water, Land Natural Resources Minister Dr 
A. Xavier Jay a k u m a r . 

He said t he m a t t e r was still b e i n g dis-
cussed a n d the a m o u n t yet to be f inalised 
as the s tates had d i f fe ren t tariff rates a n d 
some, had no t reviewed the tariff for tens 
of years. 

"Most s tates have agreed. There are o n e 
o r t wo s ta tes I hat d o not agree, b u t we wi 11 
discuss wilh them. 

"However, I can give the assurance that 
it will n o t b u r d e n the people, a n d it will be 
of bene f i t fo r the p e o p l e as t he re will be 
c lean water to drink," h r added . 

He t o ld repor te r s this a f te r wi tness ing 
t he s i gn ing of a M e m o r a n d u m of I Jnder-
s t a n d i n g be tween t h e Forest Research In-
s t i tu te of Malaysia (FRIM) a n d I n d a h 
W a t e r K o n s o r t i u m (IWK) here today. 

Asked if the increase wou ld be 20 pe r 
cent as b e i n g cons ide red by Penang , he 
saicl: "We'll see how... there is still t ime for 
us to discuss the tariff rate . . .20 pe r cen t is 
too h igh , w r can reduce it a li t t le bit". 

He h o p e d nego t i a t i ons be tween the 
Water Service Commiss ion (SPAN) and the 

s ta te g o v e r n m e n t could be f inalised soon 
for the new tariff to be i m p l e m e n t e d . 

Meanwhile , Xavier said t he in teg ra ted 
or s ingle b i l l ing system for wa te r supp ly 
and sewage services in Labuan proved suc-
cessful with collect ion increased to 93 per 
cent , f r o m 4 0 p e r cent , s ince it was intro-
duced in 2016. 

He believed tha t if the system could be 
i n t r o d u c e d na t ionwide , IWK w o u l d be 
able to cover its ope ra t i on cost, hence en-
abl ing the g o v e r n m m e n t to reduce its sub-
sidy of RM150 mil l ion a year. 

"We can' t con t inue s u p p o r t i n g t h e m at 
this level a n d m u s t f ind ways to resolve the 
IWK issue... we see t ha t we the j o i n t billing, 
the re is 110 p r o b l e m for res iden ts to pay," 
he saicl. 

Earlier, IWK, represen ted by its chief ex-
ecutive off icer , Faizal O t h m a n , a n d FRIM 
director-general Da tuk Dr Abel Latif Mali-
m o d s igned the MoU on the use of t rea ted 
sewage waste as fert i l isers for non-ed ib le 
plants . 

"It can be used for re fores ta t ion , in rub-
ber p l a n t a t i o n s a n d decora t ive p lan t s 
g r o w n by llocal g o v e r n m e n t au thor i t i e s . 
Wr h o p e it can be commerc i a l i s ed o n e 
clay," said Xavier. - Bernama 
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