
Most states agree to increase 
water tariff, says minister 
The govt has not 
finalised the new rate 
for water tariff as 
discussions are still 
ongoing 
by LYDIA NATHAN 

MOST state governments have 
agreed on a water tariff hike this 
year, said Minis ter of Water, 
Land and Natural Resources Dr 
Xavier Jayakumar. 

H e s a i d t h e g o v e r n m e n t 
has not f inal ised the new rate 
for the water tariff as discus-
sions are still ongoing between 
the Na t iona l Water Services 
Commiss ion and the respec-
tive state governments. 

W h e n asked about the like-
h o o d tha t o the r s ta tes may 
impose a 20% water tariff hike 
like in Penang , he said every 
state will have a different rate. 

"We'll see how. There is still 
t ime for us to discuss the tariff 
rate...20% is too high, we can 
reduce it a little bit," he said. 

"We hope to have the discus-
s i o n a n d i m p l e m e n t a t i o n 
rolled out this year, but we are 
a s s u r i n g t h e p e o p l e t h a t 
it w i l l no t be a b u r d e n to 
t h e m , " Dr Xav ie r sa id to 
r epor t e r s at the s igning of a 
m e m o r a n d u m of unders tand-
i n g (MoU) • b e t w e e n Fores t 
Research Ins t i t u t e Malays ia 
(FRIM) and Indah Water Kon-

ispfe i 

Pic by Ismail Che Rus 
Dr Xavier (left) together with Abdul Latif (second from right) conducting a 
tree-planting ceremony in FRIM yesterday 

s o r t i u m S d n Bhd (IWK) in 
Kuala L u m p u r yesterday. 

Xavier a l so sa id the p i lo t 
project of joint bi l l ing for both 
wa;ste water a n d treated water 
has been a success in Labuan. 

"The collection u n d e r IWK 
had increased to 93% f rom 40% 
since the project w a s initiated 
and the residents h a d no issue 
paying both bills together. 

"The r e a s o n for t he jo in t 
billing is that IWK h a d issues 
in the collection a n d w a s not 
m a k i n g e n o u g h to cover the 

main tenance side. The minis -
try has been subsidis ing them 
for about RM150 mil l ion, bu t 
cannot continue to do so at this 
level," Dr Xavier said, add ing 
tha t he h o p e s to e x p a n d the 
joint b i l l ing s y s t e m to o the r 
states as well. 

Meanwhi le , the MoU sign-
ing b e t w e e n FRIM a n d IWK 
a i m s to r e s e a r c h t h e u s e of 
treated water was te (biosolid) 
f o r t h e p r o d u c t i o n of 
h igh-qual i ty p l an t ing materi-
als and forest plantation. 

T h e M o U w a s s i g n e d by 
FRIM D G D a t u k Dr A b d u l 
Latif M o h m o d and IWK CEO 
Faizal O t h m a n . 

FRIM h a s b e e n t a sked to 
conduct research in the appli-
cation of biosolids for the pro-
duct ion while IWK will supply 
the b ioso l ids a n d cont r ibu te 
its expe r t i s e in the domest ic 
sewage management area. 

F a i z a l s a i d t h e s e w a g e 
m a n a g e m e n t is c r u c i a l to 
ensure the sustainabili ty of the 
e n v i r o n m e n t a n d con t inu ing 
research into it is important . 

"For example, IWK's research 
on the w o o d quali ty of rubber 
t rees indicated that the use of 
b ioso l id h a s i n c r e a s e d t r ee 
perimeter and diameter, there-
fore m a k i n g it one of the best 
mater ia ls to restore degraded 
lands," he said. 

However , t he p r o d u c t can 
o n l y c u r r e n t l y b e u s e d o n 
non-edible plants for now. 

IWK also p lans to commer-
cia l ise the e n d p roduc t f rom 
t h e w a s t e w a t e r i n s t ead of 
send ing it to landfills. 

" T h e r e a re rough ly abou t 
100,000 tonnes being produced 
yearly, so w e are look ing at 
h o w much can be used for the 
application. This is all in line 
w i t h g r e e n t echno logy , " he 
said. 

Dr Xavier said there are on-
going s tudies being conducted 
to see how the waste water can 
be t u rned back into energy. 
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