
'Most state governments 
agree to increase water tariff 

< - ALA. I The water tar-
iff is exoectec tc be m e m J this 
year wi th —ost state 

said: " W e ' 
' time for 
— -a te . . . : : 

see 
us to 

-•errts bavi ng af-eec to ft, saka 
Water , _a-sc Natura Resources 
Minister D r A Xavier Jayaku-
mar. 

He said the matter was still 
being discussed and the amount 
yet t o be finalised as the states 
had different tariff rates and 
some, hao not reviewed the tariff 
for tens of years. 

"Most states have agreed. 
Tnere are one o r two s t a t e that 
do not agree, but we will discuss 
wi th them. 

"However, I can give the as-
surance that it wit! not burden the 
people, and i t will be of benefit for 
the people as there wil l be clean 
water to drink," he added. 

He told reporters this after 
witnessing the signing of a Mem-
orandum of Understanding be-
tween the Forest Research In-
stitute of Malaysia (FRJM) and 
indah Water Konsort ium ( IWK) 
~ere on Wednesday. 

Asked if the increase would be 
20 per cent as being considered 

by Penarg, -
~ow_tr>ere s 
tiscuss the t 
cent is toe - g- we can ' e r . e e i 
a irttle Drt . 

twee- the -'« ate" Service Co—-
missior . SPAN a- c —e state 
govern—err: COL t t e sec 
soon for the _ ew ta-— to >e 
implemented. 

Meanwhiie, Xavie- sac t r e in-
tegrated or singe b -g system 
for water supply arc sewage ser-
vices in Labuan provec s_-ccessh. 
wi th collection increasec to 93 
per cent, f rom 40 per cert, s - te 
it was introducec in 20 i 6. 

He be ieved that ie syster 
could be introduced nat ionw te. 
I W K would be able to cover ts 
operat ion cost, hence ei^ar - g 
the government t o -ec .ce ts 
subsidy of RMI50 mill ion a 
year. 

" W e can't continue supporting 
them at this level arc must find 
ways to resolve the IWK issue... 
we see that with the joint billing, 
there is no problem for residents 
to pay." he said. - Bernama 
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