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Forest in the city
Citydwellerswhoarenature lovers should checkout
KL’s latest nature trail, writesZalinaMohdSom

T
HERE’Sanewnature trail in the
heart of Kuala Lumpur. Called
Taman Tugu, it opened to the
public in September last year.

Currently there are 4km of
forest trails, all well-marked with check
points for self-guided walks. When
completed, Taman Tugu will have 7km of
forest trails.

Natureaside,theparkcomeswithavery
interestingstory.Hereareeight interesting
facts about Taman Tugu.

1. It was originally meant to be
convertedintoafor-profit touristattraction
theme-park. Thanks to feedback from
communities and organisations, it was
converted into a public park whereby the
secondary forest within it are protected.

2.WiththehelpofForestResearchInsti-
tute of Malaysia (FRIM), up to 1,000 trees
have been identified and tagged for pres-
ervation.Theseincludeindigenousspecies
like jelutong, tembusu, pulai and gaharu,

some potentially over 100 years old.
3.Morethan4,000treesaveraging8-10

years old, consisting of 230 indigenous
Malaysian rainforest species, are being
planted within the site. Sourced from
nurseries, they include 1,000 trees which
are categorised as “Endangered” or
“CriticallyEndangered”bytheInternational
Union for Conservation of Nature like the
keruing,meranti andmersawa species.

4. One of the criteria in selecting the
trees is the type of fauna they attract.
An increase in fauna will enhance the
biodiversity of the site and promote the
ecosystem including natural pollination. If
this happens well, the site will eventually
have more than 200 trees per 0.4ha —
similar to a rainforest.

5. The site was an illegal dumping
ground.

6. The numbers of palm oil trees
found in the park was believed to have
been brought in by the British prior to

independencewhen itwashometoBritish
residences. After Merdeka, it became
home to Malaysia government officials
includingthecountry’sfirstLordPresident,
Malaysia’s first Director of Agriculture
and even Finance Minister Tun Tan Siew
Sin. It then became home to government
quarters, proof of which are the concrete
slabs found along the trails.

7. The Taman Tugu site is also home to
a madrasah—Madrasah Bustanul Ulum
— and four Hindu shrines which is part of
the forest park. In addition to these places
of worship, the Institute of Strategic and
International Studies Malaysia and the
Administrative and Diplomatic Service
Association are also retained at their
current locations.

8. The 26.7ha Taman Tugu site is now
managed and protected as a public green
space by AmanahWarisanNegara.

Source: http://tamantuguproject.com.my

TAMAN TUGU
Kuala Lumpur
WEBSITE http://
tamantuguproject.com.
my / facebook.com/
friendsoftamantugu
/ instagram.com/
friendsoftamantugu
HOURS 7am to 6.30pm daily
PAYNo entrance fees

HOWTOGET THERE
Taman Tugu is surrounded
by Taman Botani Perdana,
popularly known as the Lake
Gardens, in the south, Tugu
Negara in the south-west,
PadangMerbok in the south-
east and Bank Negara’s Lanai
Kijang to its east.

The park is separated from
Taman Botani Perdana by Jalan
Parlimen.

On Google Maps orWaze,
look for Taman Tugu Nursery.
The park shares the same
entrance with the nursery.
The closest parking space is the
Administrative and Diplomatic
Service Association car park
next to the park.

There are ample parking
areas at PadangMerbok
carpark and the Lake Gardens
multi-storey carpark. Both are
about a 15-minute walk to the
entrance of Taman Tugu.

FAST FACTS

The trail is fairly easyand isagood
introduction tovirgin forests. Acurled-up fernshoot.

Thesightof thePetronas
TwinTowers remindsyou that

you’re still in the city.Learnabout itshistorybeforeyoustartyourwalk. PICTURES BY ZALINAMOHD SOM

TamanTugucomescompletewithgradient
andwater features.

Endyournature trail
withashortvisit at the
adjacentTuguNegara.
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