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Pollutant-absorbing plants to clean up Sungai Rui

By IVAN LOH
ivanloh@thestar.com.my
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A discussion is now ongoing between
Perak Forest
Research Malaysia (FRIM) to search

Faizal Azumu said the task force that was set
up to look into the 1 issue had
recommended the

the river.
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Environment will continue to monitor the

situation there,” he said during a press con-

ference at the state secretariat ;
“The task force will be informed of any
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skin problems which they believe

are linked to the river contamination. (Right) Ahmad Faizal says the state Department of Environment will continue to monitor the situation

at Sungai Rui.

further drop in river water quality,” he

It was reported earlier this week that the
state had found low amounts of arsenic in
Sungai Rui.

State Environment Committee chairman
Dr Abdul Aziz Bari, who called a press con-

of arsenic in

have been caused by land cle

“Even though the pollution level is low,
despite its murky and silted ct we
are serious in tackling this issue,” he said.

ference to the matter, said there as we are
had been of getting skin Ahmad said. that the state
cancer, believed to be related to the river expected to lose some | in revenue
‘water, but this was later by Deputy from the move.

The had of dead fish mmumw Faizal said
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Ahmad Faizal earlier announced that all -Mﬁ-mﬁﬂwﬂﬂmmmﬁ
‘zen until a conclusive report on the river "nwymm&hdnmw
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mumm tould have cased it toseep  Almad Faizal said the state Health
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“He said of the 300, about 20 had skin con-

ditions and that the had been sent

to the Institute of Research for anal-
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water.

“The report is expected to be ready by May

or June. i
*It is not certain that the water there can
cause cancer. It could be from other sourc-

es,” he said.

*“This is why we kept the matter and
did not inform the public, as we did not
want to cause panic, fech
it s g e e
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